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THEUARTERBREED
1 c Story of an Army Officer on an Indian Reservation

begun to mellow o1 was In gay mood.
'Here's to your IxilleJ shirt. Cap," h

loasted.
"Stand up collar and whit shirt,

It'a aure ft high toned celebration. IWt-t- er

wear 'em careful. You'll have t

mall 'em a hundred mile to the umr.
et C.lilnanian when Ihey git dirtj."

"Cheaer to throw them away, ami
end mall order to Chicago for new

ones," put In Vandervyn. lie added, a
he adjusted the fashionable tie that
nan hardly In keeping with his gmy
flannel shirt: "Hut you'll on tska
to the hvftl style."

Marie again ftfiam! In the d.r
way, She bowiMl to th guests with

formality.
"If you will enter, gentlemen."
Hardy went In !( re Vmebrvyn

and Ihipont. lie avoldtsl the girl's
prood gnce by looking ab-m- at the
dining room. It was as rtt'fie t n th
jarlor and no le tt ful. The 'll

By ROBERT AMES BENNET

--eeeeeee e- - Uoilblini; to close either the diHir or
the oue atnall window.

The nest meriting Hardy and Van- -

It was told in the first installment of thi story hfl vpt Floyd

hvked up am! ndlc! In ojlh enjoy
ment of the new agent's surprise.

Itlont grunted a'i!tge(lcally :

"IVm't think I'm plumb rrn;y. It nil
Marie nhl she couldn't live lure

Ha'dy, U. S. A., just back in the States from the Phihppit; where he
had cut down a savaae uprising of Mores, arrives at Las h Indian lervyn were seated lu the agency of- -

lice when Kcdhenr came In ant! tdartl unlen she l.iol things Juitt like In inin the Northwest. He finds a party of angry lntf ns firing
cn three white persons who have sought shelter In the canjbn. The
whites are old Jake Dupont, a trader, his beautiful daughter, Marie, and
a young Easterner named Vandervyn. They are teward
Captain Hardy, but he risks his life and routs the Indians. He becomes
friendly with the whites and learns that Vandervyn, nephew cf a United
States senator, had expected to get the agency appointment, following

the killing of Nogcn, the regular agent, by an Indian. Also, he dis-

covers that Marie Is a treat granddaughter cf Chief Sitting Bull, and

tawa. Criei! till I had to give In."
"lon"1 ).u him con you. captain." I

chuckled Vandervyn. "It wns Jake b i

wept Iwaiiw Marie snt off the until
otsler and.be had to fHt the bills." J

"Well, anyway, there wasn't lit.!lt .

she could hire to do the work, and I

had to go out en roundup" lM.i.l
sought to crr his discomfiture. "She;
act to ninl done it all her own self I ;

didn't )me to y a cent f r thnt. fc.t i

down. Cap. Make yur!f to bom
Hey, Marie! )o there? Here's Cspi

to shnflle around to Ids desk, on the
other side of the i lfu-- r partition.

"Wait!" mid Hardy. "I Kh the
chiefs am! headmen of Uie tribe sum-

moned '1ti meet me In council foon
as Ioss!blo."

"It is a day's ride to the camps
f.irihet hack In the mountains," re-

marked Vandervyn,
Hurdy eoiisidensl, am! hx'ketl up at

Kodbowr.

"loe not this tribe use smoke slg- -

miUr

that she has been educated in a French-Canadia- convent This Install-

ment contains some revelations of conditions on the reservation. Mm
4 m

have Inherited t In ir gentlemanly man-
ners." came hack the ol rejoinder.

Vnndorv yn'a reddened face went
crimson. The veins of his forehead be-

gan to swell. Hut with n strong effort
ho repressed his auger and fore! a
smile. You went me one better. Hardy.
I throw down."

The olhccr responded with instant
sympathy :

"1 see no rea-o- u why we should not
become friends ami work together for
the good of the tribe"

"It's a go," agreed Vinidervyn, and as
if lea red of nil 111 lempvr by bin ,

he bcgcti a lively conversation
on olliclal society in the national capi-
tal.

The party topped the rise between
(he river an l Sioux rink, anil rode
down the winding rond thai skirted Its
willow fringed l ank to the crushing cf
the stream. As they rounded the spur
ridge on the far side. Hello nr rode up
on Hardy's right, and is'inted tn a
small cabin among the tp:al.i.ig asps
In the mile-wid- curve of the stream to
the left.

' See my house, sir." he said.
"laiok well built." remarket! Hardy,

his lieldgla' ill his eves, "guile

Hardy. I'.rlng in thnt Imttle me and"Not for a lor.c time, not since I was
a l'y. sir. I tic. r lea rued how to ,), Mr, Van was sampling, will jour

arm mmxi ' s .Hardy pb kis! (h. stirTi-- t chair In theIt."
"That old sergeant of vl!,i will

know." predicted Hart!). "(Vine!"
Vand'-rvy- lingered behind the eth- -

rs, nud follow s! then) only to the

room. .it down-a- nd promptly roe la
a ltlon of !lte attention. A young
lady had apt-are-- l In the doorway at
the side of the rooma youtg lad' In
a acmbletsrtllrte gown, cf lir.es Irre--rear corner of the warehouse. When ; 1'

be bad w-- them tide off across Slor, I"W.shtr. th creamy whiteness of

reek towards (he hUhest of the imo.n- - . '"f " '"""'I mroat ottj,)I. Her
mass of civil Mack hair wi i!rene In

the v. ry ls("t m.le. H f cheeks were j
tains that enclrclisl the alley, he went
l ack into the offlev, opened the safe,
and carefully sorted otr Its n- - as highly colored as If rouged.

Vandervyn suseO at h.r with thatents. All letters addressed to the late
tr"n'' ot !,'nlrh,!,,n ,nt 0ttscent and to himself he out and

peached. I got this instead of Lou-

don."
"Host thing for you."
"You think so?" said Vandervyn. his

wide-ope- eyelids drooping, "I've been
six months in this Jtiinp-Ing-o- ff

place. I wouldn't have stayed
six days if it hadn't t'een for Marie."

"Miss l'upont seems to he a very
spirited young woman," dryly com-

mented Hardy.
"Wait till you see her put on doc.

She was three or four years at a con-

vent in Ottawa. They must have
farmed her out as a parlor maid in
some select Uritish family. She can
give a perfect imitation of a real lady

w hen she chooses."
"Yes?" said Hardy.
"You'll take it .for the syre-mif-

went on Vandervyn. "And that's
not nil. She can cook like nn nng. 1.

Sins she took a course in domestic
science. Hut It must he hereditary. I'll
give odds. ine of her paternal ances-
tors was a Krem h chef. French, that's
the word. The way she has wlthtuon!
Kven this halfhree.l Kodbcitr think
he is In the running. Nog. n
mad over her. lie even would have
married her. Hut lie was not n man of
family or culture, l'sincy Jake IMipotit

CHAPTER III.

Confidences.
The rescuers from the agency htid

reined iu their sweating ponies to a
lope when they first caught sight of the
party ou the butte title of the coulee.
They straggled down the pulley nt ir
walk, eight short-haire- Indian police-

men In blue uniform, ami n tall, looso-Uppc- d

young halflireed in ordinary
frontier clothes. As they tttiol In

the stream to water their ponies, each
furtively studied the rider who was

on the big. rangy mure.
"You're too late, Chitrlie," called

Vandervyn. "Captain Hardy climbed
"

thki butte, and the whole hunch hit
Hit."

"Soldiers?" queried the hulfhreod.
"No, he's nlone our new agent." ex-

plained Vundcrvyn as his pony brought
ttlm alongside Hardy at the edge of the
stream. "Captain, this is Charlie Ked--vea- r,

our Issue clerk and interpreter."
"Interpreter?" repeated Hardy. "Ued-tii- r

d.i any of the police understand
English?"

"No. sir, only a few words." r.iutnhled
the h:i'. forced.

"Tell th- 111 I am a captain of the
horse soldiers the I.ougknlves. I have
been here to lie the agent."

JtVdhcnr interpreteil in limsieal
ncoonipnnying his v.i.rds with

nwift sictis. The swarthy policemen
grunted approvingly, ar.d their b ader

.new-- , I set K1 bae stiil to put dirt
I'll tliis corner of the roof."

"And to put a s'jil.iw inside." added
Vandt rv u.

The halfhrced' Jnw muscles
twit. I.ed. but be did not look away
from Hardy. "I got a 1. iter frotn mj
sisi. r Oiiinii, Sin- sjijs she can't stay
at sel.ool. She as Jie vtill die If the)

make her stay nt school. I want her
to come ami e.k fir me till I get tnar-rlisi.-

"H"V old i she?"
"More than s She Is sick t"

tome. She MiVS she Will die."
"Very Weil, l'.i.i! ..', i.i.s.i t;;ke gixsj

care of lo r un'.il is i.iarr'.ist."
"Yts, s.r. I to g t a let of money."

replied the h.i.flrted. wi'h the prooe-nes- s

of a weak nature to boast. Ie
got n!m.'-- t "

" A'l.iof! tiangh to buy votl two
sii!av." out : Yanders ) n.

Il- 'll't iir sr.irv.l tit sp.-it- ranch! t!ie
other'- - i i f, a'.d reini 1 in b: Iniy.
Hardy tin! it"t notice ihK They hud
rouu.iol the toe of the p.lr n !g.-- . and
he wi s g.ijirg up tl, green vc.ihy that
lay ou: ; rett hod in a fir-i- ot hll
hirg. r ' ! far i e re pi.'t i:nnju than:
the Si. .11 ere- - k swirl. 4 out
of u .i:.;. o,i :,t ! fjriol, to r

"If Van Will talsr, CM!f "
ov ((.lp was sprra-- l wl'h a eh th of
snowy I'rrn'h !n-- i n.e silver
was real ar.C.j e lie The ur. tilling
h ' N.sietl Har-t- ( (! aTt f

"th. here 5av.j Is Ma-le'- " et- -

I ni; ,(. "She ; !nii! !.
t :i m h- . vf b e i . i.; . ii
h;sro.1 st (he river )c;- - '..
Ne.;-- . t f n u d.shibg .; fc

srv raMotvs rrsc!af"
1 have '', (o i. ara h.-:- . Her I t

have th-- ; - fe of - wi'h
M reta-tr.- ! lliKj

Y sure have if y .'ie rew tt
...! ..( f- - tl. tif--h h:.

befe
-- yjv M". i a res! "W " sdl--- l

:. I r. s -.

Hsrli w 'e-- S tr.!!' l& !". !(- n--

hid srr- - e the . At ls' I t -- .

--ev!el in f.:r.g the o! gte f ht
"'J':4IK d.. Jct

hpJ!j'.i'y vy;c;rsi - t- - 'to i.e
fas.vf !'-- Ir . fc' I I d

t w!h if.'rwtW. .'.a."y 1 si. :4
; e

'J'T-.- .V-.'- - f cf (., r.: .',-
-

'.'t f.f'-- W J"i:V. S''' I,

(lie foodigdis fr.:n li.e cm row i

to (he prrtitrtt girl tn the b ru.j
Hardy lvc--l st he would be sai'-Ke.-

Ids ci.!n.l s lady "t (he daughter of a i

Mor.. !,'f. If ri-h- hsl bs.n h'!
; h.e.!.-s- . j

l 1 he girl's eyes prk!l as th.- - n- tc-- t

bis rbflnge of dj--- . bis Iuiia-'t-
' lln.-rt- sinl cl an shatrn chin. II
. t' woij a sr.-.ii-e that "') have hen'

due rl'hi f to graCf.c! veulty or t s J

lAh'e wlf reytv(. St. jrertr. '

: bow tn s tone that canard andeciy a lo ;

s?Twightrn in his cbslr. "II t a grt ;

! iurc (o he oa dlr.e wi( us."
He p re l mine. Miss rni""tt."

.!.'" af.d lan..
"You've hit 1!. Cap." put In tef !

"You rn jtt.t Wi j car ib.ctr i

n It you wen'; kl-- k yr..f f..r cis ,

ing when J.i t'.l to her f"V(r-c;gti.- j

The fUi sttet!''k cyrs
and l..-- pcfe.fy !! chtn r-'- a ,

fraction vf an lw M'.e f34 tbr ,

n (' lah'r, - - I I
as.-- l trft the rw..'i. ).-- !, r!
a! Harsly with an !t-- siici.! scce, T?i

s.J.t.1 !t. "ivry was !- -! Ila.-d- f '

u w". ?!f-- IaJcl at: ri
,v.'.ti

SI hie tlrt.rjo-r.l- Mf. be
"As V" ar my !... the .:! sa ts I

'

$.?. k ar-- i i to k yet !s Iter
a !a K a riste of I? Isd.at ho- -

agiiist .'j" r t;;-- n a:
i

j.,,...,,. urc-.T.-- s? at the -!

t n sonorous reply. Th- -
' ally : "He

lr eye l straight. He says
ready trail ' light the In--

rolled e

breed i

Mays
they ar
dlaus w lies

' Thev ar
hearts are had."
not to pursue the party,"

l.k.'--I In his d. k.
Meantime Hfir.Jy nnj ar !!h

the police sergeant s.-.- through the
.'itap cf the fan.itles cf (he poll.-e-.

",'iere (hey a ! !.-- ! two old l in ks to
l.eir party. A trail led up through

the pines on (he r.iountaii. .! to (he
are granite crag of the sumtnit. M,d

.'i' inox.11 found the Indians stsrtdlng
ar.-ut- a grevbwood fre, altcmntrty

.yerlng It with a blanket and permit-t'-n-

puffs of the dcr.n smoke to rise
.n the still air.

In ) thnn half an leer Hardy's
.:' h c! tit::) an answering
-- ke on a peak l,fte.-- tw.-r-t-

!:,;les distant. When be rfilo-- t ! . ; t i ri

! !(, the jllee serg' S'it p. !dv- - ou(
till anolh.r si.ke a!g- -, ,r to the
ft of (he first an-- naf.il raili's far

t.er aw sr. The old bucks (i.n..d from
the fire nr. 1 ltr-- ! d..w n i. here the

aire an.! Sni- - had icft.
"The ,. fs will c..n.e ( "

!!.-.!- r liitfrpritol (loir answer 1

Hjrdy" Iri'jijir.'
The Js.'.-- I ! .jn r ;t were

(Uggitig their l...J up the ; e f ?,.
terrace , Hurl-- , .e i.lon l!'-'- '
lice of age iic r hn.i !':. at a gslh-ti-

M.ir'.' Ini...t " "e'i.'i f: ! '.it on
r,t hT ,.:. a

oil ve i. hits' d "i, wh- - avert e.J I . t
hBtv!ne f "('! i'h';.'.'h !:a-'- -

a I!. r!y .!,.. I ! : ti:i. !

up
M flush.-- ircVr (be cTc r' '!

roct t! '.igh. nil '.Ike h.--

sl.e did id S". k to oi it. He
raie i hi- - nat wrh purx-t.'ito- u pd!;c
lie?t. Ste bow !. and. g?.!,g t k nt
him with B level g.-,..-- t; d.ciy

"I S.- -- d aft. ::vf. I'aptaia
ilarily. I h.n e !ght your icggage,"

"That ws v.ry lite! f you" sSJ
liar ly as he gliue .I st the gr.

M,irie smiled In !r.ta:it apjrr.-iatb- n

(if the far 1, : t he had Si- - k'-- to her
s (. an equal. Khe patted her s

work-r.-Jd- n.- -l baud with h-- r

gloved fingers. "This Is ("haflie lie!
bear's stt, r l itnoa They did ( treat

ii'l i z thaniul frtfigt-- I w'.lh
r,d ;.i-t- . and ether sni-.-

a fit c a frly- - l r re
a st e th at hrf fs'fccf

"Tadoit! ! !

I tve i ' pts'n lUr I.

. ver . . ; .. , a . rc -

order--d Hardy, "I shall call a coun-

cil of tiie chiefs, ar:d ascertain
of the tribal mrest. Tel! them."

Kodoear hesitated. a:id looked uncer-

tainly nt Vur.dervyn. The ohi.-- clerk
pkc ii h'r.i In sharp reproof: "I.. as

you're ld. Itsirile. Captain Hardy Is

now hi eoii:::;and of the n a r a!i mi."

The hal.lr el stared In r.sioni-'h- -

i i'.'.-- i ;.j
,f

n. . f :

tre. s.
i 'ii a na'r.in' tn o;rrnee, cr "b iseh.'

- d t!a!l:i!-'- up. the jo
at the a

to lledlre.ir's eahi:
"1

eney. did a ay
but r- - the .

-- tin. .:

"?'y f",r. M'jr. ' r!
in sc. "v.:." f"u;v

"I o.': f -' : v : " t
H-- was ;:,.-..- '

rvsstve wear th. ; t"i
ta ir t. r. i ..f I".

' 7L ; ifv,:3 ,i ..'?'..:,:. ,..)

rail
with r h.
e'ies of !,:

for I alt a

was a iar,:e
a bad r

a'. .Hit the SO.

had b.en th

r- - -.I Uf..!y.
el.'t sisc

s.l Ute v

i, s, ?
s,:- ;c T'?r.

etHi ga
; r.--

- net! to interpret. ,i
of the p' ii' t men be

V'1' y cast ee en glances
YVi'hou: s. t ::i,;.g to n

ehnugc of manner,
i four to le tts escort to

rich r and Lis tlatuht. r.

t e n at buvy
es t ,' '.he

but
turn!

Hardy said
taking in ! frnh m TS.e Cf.rl. ; l!l,e

mem, hut
nnv lit"

came s"li
at Van b--

Sice tle ir
Hsniy el,

the It, !i:e

The r- -

ba.-- i; tl:
IYoi, ;l

111 the i. ;o

behind o
ping pi:,':.

d l.iaifoliotl,

i'..'r in i. sorjjfiae. IWf. re ..e
f "..". r.r- 1 '' !o jtf.K'wrT, VjvWm
re..';.! h.o: "AvfC.r,s the
stT'ct ):( r i t (be lw. j.-,;r-.. y.cj
are r.f. 1 ''( fancy lh5 JVe
weyh! W f4 ec.oy:gh t !! r to
(!:.' Ifel'.fr

'!'; .r. I ? 1 t '( !.eo
it's tea rye." aaliSrst lii.t.

.t g!t rem l"tt.r stsS osit of
'

!"!-!- Mane rnd !.-
- ley

:,e. (,- - evict f ! )eur rr.ing
the us1,!. I It was t:p ( V- tJ l.vrn ap,

, . . ing as Jou b.c! ")- -. -- 1 .5 th. Sii

bucks."
Ah. dee jou put It that way"

beau'.f'.l! . .

When t . er.n.e to She !, of tha
h. ti' h. or t. rrsee. Van !, rv;, 1. n- : d
(he li.iciit look of his o'trpaKSor.. mid
in.iu'.red : "Well, what do j.-- ;Vui

taaro w n'ked mi
llld -- non have left
rvyn's (;uii k -- ti

rt'i- r happ.-tlet- l

That
1. She

.: Va
ha 1 ;. !

i! out a: d cat h the troiib'ed
n ri the .vur.gi r man s ;aee.

f It? Talk about S.betian evil
Is the l);;p..l.t pl.ee over li'Te

H.irdy g'.'ite .d nt (ho large
cabin a huu-lr- 1 ard off to t

of the r.ad. The broad frot,
gave it n homelike Hppoaruri.
two cahln before him were ver
Keyon.I tli.ni stinnl the big

.'ill
Hardy
rfdo a

double
he right
,t po.eh:

The
j foiull.
ligetl' V

iejiite.1 f'T him to louio nioiig--

gravely remarked : "I w h

ss in v regret. Mr. V.m.l.-rvyn- .
her well at S' h..l. she ran ssy to lUrvly a.svj.r-- 4 (he rn;lna!i'a. "I
come home. I wai.t her to Iie with s must ask yoa. boeve, nag t trlng
me; hut she sr.js she must be with h'r ; ai.jthtr.g n.ore of the kind acrv (he
brother. You win n."t s.-o- her tckf liver."

The young girl looked st the new j "if ' "vi'-- e he will is.. If yon

vtar.hotjie. Its overhanging tipper,-stor-

showed that It had be. n bail; fori
tlxo as a blockhouse, bu( (he many
windows had ren.lered It le-- s d- - fens-- j

ib'.o than one of the cabins. The only j

agent with a ml of timid apKat. and j assured Ysn l.rrjn. " g- -

as ijui kly dew.!,,! her head in bashful j didn't r.d the law as ,i ,h; hut if j

i r. wv
embarra-stiven- t. Hardy a ga- - s.ft- -

encd. and he answered reasN-urlngl- :

"Itedbear sKke of his aistrr. It will
be alt right."

"Too are m.vst kind to gay It," ap--

proved Marie with the condescension
of a gracious young queen. "Captain

gy ::e a ts.5 !e-- f hs ! In h::J ; e'!y
the rtih; it t'Jv cf tin. r la ; .'-g- -t

ic?:.-.-- ; r;.i . y 4 ij'f v it fr;.
!;, ', . t i ', v : J x : y C a
g - . t . . r i, t c r "a 1 jr ..f !. s

r J er.j.siS, h i h;f 4 and
whoii severe rlpresw. bad gtl
pii.. (o ger.iat aWcasli.i.

t -i the re 4 urn of !h lo'tes ffsura
er.e of her Visits to the Kiti'luO h

sj.in to her ta a ti :r thai d?r a
an- - of - r. n'mef--t f : Via-.bfvyt- i:

"You see st .terfni, M I(j-we- ti

leff ' t ise day In so la-!- a

attack, fstowed hy a fifty Mlla
drive; (he nes.t. ffiy ttdics ta.k. and
su. h a dinr.. r as this t"

"11 rat the gfw( grar.-- laughter ef
tilting lUili. (hen ta rulslnlrr
Ira newts." flash.'-- ! back Ihe girl.

Where Is the .wider? To :reks
of heredity, plos rh'.'dh -- st lo the

and a our Isi .loose', - . tetice."
"Yet you must he fatig M'i "

"When I have d w.e stivl I set cut to
d. then I irir.i( (uys-'l- f t"

whether I need r.-s-t. T?..r was a
ii.--i e when my r.d iti.iit.si h4 no
horea. They ran a their gstna
af't."

"You will always ride or drtva."
hantered Vandervyn."

"Py liar, she wont never he drtven.
declared luwst with civlc1loo.

Vandervyn smiled over bis rhara-Inti- e

g'aa. He did not nolle t'.at
Marie was l.tokir,( at him. 1st Hardy
was watchlrg her H- - saw b."r proud
fa.- - sofirn and h. r hrtliiant ryea melt
with i.ti-i.-- r pasjuon. His own fsee
becsrae grave. A moment later aha was
rallying htm for his aettonsneaw. and
her anlmall-'.- n anon rojnpell.-- d him to
forget what he bad Vandervyn
lud nt hern mistaken In bla assertion
thai she muld at the lady to perfec
ti.-- when she ch-va- Tbouch the dgara
proved t b Ilavmnas, they wera
brvMight la niach s.er than united
Hardy.

Hardy, we shall ey.pet you to dine
with us this vveunlg. I shall over
your luggage in a few minutes. You
nevd not dress for dinner."

' I'm Not Used to Ce ng Patroniied,
Captam."

for .a father-i- law Only thing, his
died the or six .wars ago. That

:.s when be sent the e.;rl to Ottawa."
Hardy looked at the m untains and

hang-- d the subject : "May 1 ask you
to give the partieuiars of the killing of
Mr. Xogen?"

Vitndervjn's eyelids droos! low and
opened again in a wide, guiieie-- s stare.
"There's little to tell. Nogetl and I

and Kcdhenr w riding info the mouu-taiu-

We met the murderer. He and
Nogen quarreled. He shot Nogen
kllied him. Then Kedhcar and I fired,
and one of us got him we don't know
which of us it was. That's all. You'll
find It In the coroner's report. I kept
a copy n the office -- t the agency."

"Strange that an Indian should at-

tack a white man that way." observed
Hardy. "Was the cause ascertained?"

Vandenjii twisted the tip of his
blond limits, he. "Well. It may be all
talk, hut 1 gath.-- r that the trouble was
over this Nogen thought It
a g'"l thing to encourage. The chiefs
felt Ugly because the goods were not
paid to them Instead of to the lafx'rera

the buck and squaws who dug the
ore. you know. The chiefs stirred up
a lot of had Mood. No doubt they in-

stigated the murder. They want to
boss tf" tribe their own way."

"Let u tru-- t that we shall have
them In hand Iwfore fall."

Tall?" echoed Vandervyn. "You ex-

pect to stay all summer? That shuts
me out of my promotion."

"You may receive the appointment of
attache."

"Perhaps I don't want It Just now.
T.m forget Marie."

The gravity of the offlcer'a face hard-

ened to atemnes. "Mr. Vandervyn.
kindly hoar In mind that, as agent of
this reservation, I am lo charge of the
moral as well as the material welfare
of every member of tha tribe."

Vandervyn qulverrd ilka a thorough-
bred flecked with Ttie lash. Ilia Vole
shook with passion :

"Damn your Imrmdenr ! I'll have
yon understand you're not talking to
one of your roach-nec- k recrelta. Uy
ancestors wet geatteose before rostra
were ever beard of."

1 rrgret that r da not aswea to

that my detail here has deprived you
if your expected j rotuotion."

Van lervyn's -- mall mouth curved
with a eynlctil -- mile, hut softened to ft

wire iigreealde expres-i.- m as he met
the toh. r's gaze. "You admit it?" he
mutter. .

Kl u ng accepted the detail. I cannot
now to be relieved." said Hardy.
"Put tl e extra pay w as not one of the
lffneement. Permit tae to suggest

that arrangements can be made to rt

to your salary the amount In

of my regular compensation us an
nth', r."

The offer was as unexpected as it
was generous. Vandervyn Hushed, bit

hit lip. find replied half lnnudibly :

"You needn't think Just beeaue No.

that's not cuite Y'oit may mean well,

bat that's no excuse "

"My fault, sir. I'ardon nie," apolo-friio.-1

Hardy.
Vandervvr. looked ahead at the

mountains, consi'ler.d. and turned to
his compuniou with what seemed a

cordial smile. "I ttm not us.-- 1 to be-

ing patronii.sl. captain: hut as you did
not ntenn It that way "

".Not at all."
Vandervyn "You now

that I'm mt one of the com-sam- n

run of Inilian service employee.
1 was abated for attache to our y

at (lie Court of Saint James
wl.-linito- the coming eveut with aome
gMemls. and wound up hy heaving a

fcrtck through window of the White
IVtue. Tnele shlpil me oot here un-

til tbc atorm should blow over."
Hardy may have recalled the hazing

la whb-t- t be bad shared at West PHnt.
Ilia aoly comment was: "loo wera
fawtaaaU to get any appotntnieot."

Vfc. I doot know," carrlewdy replied
--faodrrya. -- I dldat waka th preid-as- d

I had aocaa of mj wad left.
The watrboaaa amt Bie boo lo taxi

U tb Infensal crafter bava

it

p.rous in sigh! w.r." the two I:. dim
police whtl had been left In cha ge by
KeillM-ar- .

"Well?" repeated Vandervyn.
"Not an eny place to defend," said

Hardy. "Where is the office and (he
guardhouse 5"

"The ..nice Is In the near front cor-

ner of the warehouse. The polb-- quar-

ters are In the other end. Yon e the
white .Mts over there across tha
creek? Most of the relations if the
police ramp near the agency. This
first cabin Is Nogen'a yours. I should
say. The s.s-on- .1 la mine."

"Tour quarters? May I ask you for
a bite of lunch as soon as I hr.ve
ruMied down r. y mare?"

"I lonrd with the Iupont. but I ran
scare up a cold lunch," said Vandervyn.

As they dismounted. Ikslbear came
up and successfully curried favor with
the new agent by offering to curry his
mnre. He led her away to the low
hruh stable heyoud the warehouse.

After lumh. though still weary from
his loug tide. Hardy rt In ret of
the day lnToctlri the agency property
and examining the accounts of the two
clerks. With thu eieeptlon of two or
three small Item. on K!har'i Inoka.
everything checked accurately.

Vandcrryn rmugbt bscon, coffea,
cracker and canned food, and the new
agent rooked supper wttb the skill of
aa old campaigner. After-- they bad
eaten, the chief clerk pmdoeed cigars
In anticipation of a social evening. Rat
Hardy was so drowsy that b asked to
ba rxeweed. The sjMwnent b was alose,
ba laid Kta rtfle and aatwnatlc ptatol

la tba bunk, blew aart th cwsslle. and
taanba4 la aa bJs blaakrta, wttboa

CHAPTER IV.

Tha First Card.
As Hardy was unpacking his scant

wardrolH". an Indian buy to the
door, thrust In his head sud announced
guiturslly :

"M ree him say you come s!t."
Hardy to the !kt and slgn- -l

hira to go. Ten minutes later he
stepl-c- up on the rrh of the Iupit
house. Ilefore he could knock. Iu-jxwi- t

f r.-- the rear d'-- r of his
trade atore. which faced away from the
porch.

"Hello. CapT be greeted lb gnest
with bluff cwsliallty. "Olad to aee yon.
Walk right In."

Hardy rrsel tha IhrestxJd and
paused. The floor was covered to re-

semble waied bardwnraL The oriental
ruga were real. The walla were pa-

pered with a quiet tapestry pattern.
The adt (Irrplaca- - waa art with a
modem pat and faced with a tile
maateL Tha few ptcturea were well
cbowrw. Thera waa no sign of tha
anna, skins and Naraya blankrta that
Hardy bad expected ta ae.

"Tha Chiafa Will Cawa Tamaeeawr,"
Intarpratcd Rtdbaar.

yon believe In dry weather for our-
selves as well as for the Indians, you're
the boaa."

"Sure, and here's ona all round to
show there alnt DO bard feeding." said
Impont

II poured oat three drinks, men
measured to the tuira of a whisky
ataML Ilia own and VaniVrvrn'a dis

Da ytxj beliava that Maria and
Captam Hardy wll bacaena raah
ty aoad fr.se.dar Will Ka (at
htr inntsastca far ha awry; s ass In
daatiiv varttsi tha diaaatianadappeared at a gulp. Hardy took a stp, f

and asked for a seduce. The bottla j

was banded amnnd another time and
fonod him axt yet finished wlfh his jVaaderrrn. soiling la aa easy rnalr

tiatdi tha aaaaU. well filled bookraaa, ; first drtak. Bat ttapaat bad ftl ready I


